
Wednesday, May 17, 2023

The Honorable Steven Horsford
Chairman
Congressional Black Caucus

Dear Congressman Horsford,

Thank you and all Members of the Congressional Black Caucus for your leadership on issues of importance to Black
America, specifically regarding access to quality healthcare. Driven by our dedication to secure quality healthcare for the
communities we serve, the Healthcare Equality Network (HEN) is committed to tackling health disparities head-on. That
is why we are writing to you about the latest egregious action an insurance Giant has taken against our nation’s most
vulnerable patients. Recently, UnitedHealthcare announced a new barrier to care by placing colonoscopies behind prior
authorization. This policy is not only unreasonable but will put millions of American patients at higher risk for
complications and disease, including cancer, and we are encouraging Congress to review this policy.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), colorectal cancer is the fourth leading cause of
cancer-related deaths in the United States. And in May 2021, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force lowered their
recommendation for colorectal cancer screenings from age 50 to 45. Just this year, the American Cancer Society projects
52,550 deaths from colorectal cancer alone. Thankfully, the death rate for colorectal cancer has decreased in the last
several decades due to increased screenings and early preventative measures.

As the largest health insurance company in the country, UnitedHealthcare’s new policy will devastate lifesaving
progress and will inevitably cause more disease, especially in our most vulnerable communities.

Black Americans are 20 percent more likely to be diagnosed with colorectal cancer and are 40 percent more likely to die
from colorectal cancer than any other group. This new policy will directly affect the health of our Black American
communities.

This policy will not only create catastrophic financial scenarios for many patients, while creating endless burdensome
paperwork and numerous scheduled additional doctors’ appointments, consuming more time, which serves as a
disincentive to patients seeking preventative services, which could be fatal.

We are raising this issue to ensure that UnitedHealthcare policy does not place profits over people at the expense of
America’s most vulnerable patients. Big Insurance has historically created disparities within underserved communities.
We look forward to the Biden administration and Congress, especially the Congressional Black Congress, reviewing this
matter more closely.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal/statistics/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal/statistics/use-screening-tests-BRFSS.htm
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/colon-rectal-cancer/about/key-statistics.html
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/the-10-largest-health-insurers-by-commercial-market-share.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/latest-news/colorectal-cancer-rates-higher-in-african-americans-rising-in-younger-people.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/latest-news/colorectal-cancer-rates-higher-in-african-americans-rising-in-younger-people.html


Sincerely,

The Healthcare Equality Network

Black Women’s Health Imperative

The Frederick Douglass Foundation

Former Congressman Ed Town

SCL Global Policy Initiative

Dr. Benjamin Chavis

CC: Congressional Black Caucus
Raphael Warnock (D-GA)
Cory Booker (D-NJ)
Terri Sewell (D-AL-7, Birmingham)
Barbara Lee (D-CA-12, Oakland)
Sydney Kamlager-Dove (D-CA-37, Los Angeles)
Maxine Waters (D-CA-43, Los Angeles)
Joe Neguse (D-CO-2, Lafayette)
Jahana Hayes (D-CT-5, Wolcott)
Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE-AL, Wilmington)
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC-AL, Washington)
Maxwell Frost (D-FL-10, Orlando)
Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick (D-FL-20, Miramar)
Frederica Wilson (D-FL-24, Miami Gardens)
Sanford Bishop (D-GA-2, Albany)
Hank Johnson (D-GA-4, Lithonia)
Nikema Williams (D-GA-5, Atlanta)
Lucy McBath (D-GA-7, Marietta)
David Scott (D-GA-13, Atlanta)
Jonathan Jackson (D-IL-1, Chicago)
Robin Kelly (D-IL-2, Matteson)
Danny K. Davis (D-IL-7, Chicago)
Lauren Underwood (D-IL-14, Naperville)
Andre Carson (D-IN-7, Indianapolis)
Troy Carter (D-LA-2, New Orleans)
Glenn Ivey (D-MD-4, Cheverly)
Kweisi Mfume (D-MD-7, Baltimore)
Ayanna Pressley (D-MA-7, Boston)
Ilhan Omar (D-MN-5, Minneapolis)
Bennie Thompson (D-MS-2, Bolton)
Cori Bush (D-MO-1, St. Louis)
Emanuel Cleaver (D-MO-5, Kansas City)
Donald Payne Jr. (D-NJ-10, Newark)
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ-12, Ewing Township)
Gregory Meeks (D-NY-5, Queens)
Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY-8, Brooklyn)
Yvette Clarke (D-NY-9, Brooklyn)
Ritchie Torres (D-NY-15, Bronx)
Jamaal Bowman (D-NY-16, Yonkers)
Don Davis (D-NC-1, Snow Hill)
Valerie Foushee (D-NC-4, Chapel Hill)



Alma Adams (D-NC-12, Charlotte)
Joyce Beatty (D-OH-3, Columbus)
Shontel Brown (D-OH-11, Warrensville Heights)
Emilia Sykes (D-OH-13, Akron)
Dwight Evans (D-PA-2, Philadelphia)
Summer Lee (D-PA-12, Pittsburgh)
Jim Clyburn (D-SC-6, Columbia)
Al Green (D-TX-9, Houston)
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX-18, Houston)
Jasmine Crockett (D-TX-30, Dallas)
Colin Allred (D-TX-32, Dallas)
Marc Veasey (D-TX-33, Fort Worth)
Bobby Scott (D-VA-3, Newport News)
Jennifer McClellan (D-VA-4, Richmond)
Marilyn Strickland (D-WA-10, Tacoma)
Gwen Moore (D-WI-4, Milwaukee)
Stacey Plaskett (D-VI-AL, St. Croix)
Majority Leader Steve Scalise
Speaker Kevin McCarthy


